218                          ALCUIN    OE    YORK.

account founded Cormeiy; and that Alcain found
the existence of the regular abbey at Cormery
a convenient outlet for the remnant of regular
brethren at St. Martin's^ and handed St. Martin's
over to his successor, Wulfhard IX, as a purely
secular foundation. The step to a lay abbacy was
then not a long one.